
NCCC marks 50th anniversary of Hodson’s installation 

Saranac Lake – North Country Community College paused this week to mark the 50th anniversary of Dr. 

George Hodson’s installation as North Country Community College’s founding president. 

Hodson officially took the reins of the new college in a ceremony at the Harriestown Town Hall in 

Saranac Lake on Sept. 27, 1968, just weeks after the college opened its doors in the former General 

Hospital of Saranac Lake. 

 

In his remarks to the audience that evening, titled “A Pledge for A Beginning,” Dr. Hodson described it as 

a proud moment for the community that worked so hard to bring a college to Saranac Lake.  

“It is a moment that is overwhelming because of the responsibility and trust and honor that have been 

placed upon one,” he said. “In addition there is the excitement of the challenge and the opportunities 

that lie ahead of this institution which is at once a small and isolated school dedicated to serving the 

needs of its own community and is at the same time part of a great university that is forging new 

educational frontiers.” 

 

Dr. Hodson issued a pledge to the community "that this will indeed be a college that will place higher 

education on the doorstep of every North Country home."  

Hodson retired in 1976 and passed away in 1985. The following year, the college’s main building was 

renamed Hodson Hall in his honor. A plaque installed in the building’s foyer contains the following 

message, which still rings true of North Country today. 



“Pioneer NCCC President Dr. George A. Hodson Jr., with limited financial and physical resources, 

founded a college which has become fully accredited and continues to be a source of economic, social 

and cultural growth in this community. 

‘This campus will provide a place where people meet to talk about their problems, to plan what they 

need to do, to receive help and inspiration and practical guidance; the place where one can go to hear 

lectures, to see plays, to hear music …’ – Dr. Hodson.” 

 

 


